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Rules: No choke chains, prong collars, e-collars, harnesses or head harnesses allowed during test. No retractable leashes are to be used. Leash size should be between 1-6 feet in length. Owners are NOT allowed to correct the dog using a leash nor are owners allowed to give harsh corrections. Doing so will result in a failure of the certification. Minimum treat usage is allowed. Points removed for dependency on treats. Owner may not use treat bag but may keep treats in a pocket. No bribing allowed! Each test will have specific rules.

Scoring: Each test will have individual scoring for a total number of points out of 100. There are two different levels of certification.
Test 1: Parked Car, Owner inside, window cracked no more than half. 
Dog is placed in the backseat or cargo area of vehicle. Dog’s not allowed in the front seat unless it’s a two-seater. Dog may be placed in a seat-belt. One person will walk by the vehicle and will either ignore or speak to the dog. Owner is allowed to reward the dog with treats consistently while human is present. 
Points: Attacking glass or jumping from back seat to front seat is 0 points. Barking is allowed but will receive higher for not barking or for stopping when asked by owner.  

Test 2: Parked Car, Owner inside, window may be cracked to a max of half

Dog is placed in the backseat or cargo area of vehicle. Dog’s not allowed in the front seat unless it’s a two-seater. Dog may be placed in a seat-belt. One person and dog will walk by the vehicle and will either ignore or speak to the dog. Owner is allowed to reward the dog with treats consistently while human and dog is present. 

Points: Attacking glass or jumping from back seat to front seat is 0 points. Barking is allowed but will receive higher for not barking or for stopping when asked by owner.  
Test 3: Parked Car, door open, wait for release
Dog is in car while owners outside of car. Owner is to open door, dog is not allowed to jump out until owner releases dog. Owner is not allowed to block doorway. 
Points: No score for jumping out without release, more points for not having to use command until releasing dog. 
Test 4: Parked Car, door open, wait for release with distraction

Dog is in car while owner is outside of car. Owner is to open door, dog is not allowed to jump out until owner releases dog. Owner is not allowed to block doorway. 

Points: No score for jumping out without release, more points for not having to use commands. 
Test 5:  Off leash, Door Control 
Dog will be required to not go through barriers controlled by owner until permission is given.  

Points: More points given for owner not having to use command, other than permission.  

Test 6:  Off leash, Door Control with distraction 
Dog will be required to not go through barriers controlled by owner until permission is given. A distraction will be on the other side of barrier such as a human and/or dog. 

Points: More points given for owner not having to use command, other than permission.  
 Test 7: On Leash, stationary position with distractions
Dog is to be on leash. Owner and dog is to stand stationary while distraction of a person & dog walks by at a distance of 6 feet max. 

Points: Aggression is failure of certification, no points for constant pulling or constant barking, less points for use of commands. 
Test 8: On leash, stationary position with excitable distractions

Dog is on leash. Owner and dog is to stand stationary while a distraction of person or a person & dog play with some form of a toy for a minimum of 10ft & a maximum of 30ft. Test is to run for 1 minute.
Points: Aggression is failure of certification, no points for constant pulling or constant barking, less points for use of commands. 
Test 9: On leash, walking through crowd

Dog is on loose leash & must walk through a crowd of 5 persons, who are also moving, for a minimum of 1 minute. 

Points: Attempts to bite or mouth any person is failure of certification. No points for constant pulling, less points for use of commands. 
Test 10: On leash, walking through crowd with dogs

Dog is on loose leash & must walk through a crowd of 3 persons & dogs for a minimum of 1 minute. 
Points: Attempts to bite or mouth any person or dog is failure of certification. No points for constant pulling, less points for use of commands. 
Test 11: On leash, leave it

Dog walks past an object such as a dead animal or food and must leave object alone. Leash should be loose and should not be tightened by owner. Owner is to start 8 feet from object, walk pass object 8 feet, turn and pass again.  The distance from the object should be less than 3’. 
Points: More points given for leaving object alone without direction from owner. Item not left alone will result in 0 points.  

Test 12: On leash, meeting dog
Dog and owner will walk up to stationary dog and owner & chat for a minimum of 30 seconds. Owner can give dog commands to keep dog from getting in existing dog’s face. Dog must be a max of 5 feet from existing dog and owner. If dog is not dog friendly human may use a max of 10’ but will be required to explain to other dog team as to why they are not approaching. 
Points: Aggression towards owner or dog is failure of certification, constant pulling is 0 points, less points for use of commands. 

Test 13: On leash, meeting stranger

Dog and owner will be stationary while friendly stranger approaches staying at a distance of 3 feet. Stranger will ask if he/she can pet dog. Owner may grant permission or deny. 
Points: Aggression is failure of certification. If handler responds inappropriately 0 points, if dogs nervous and handler responds appropriately, you do receive points. Most points for dog waiting on permission and is calm and in control as well as the handler responding appropriately. 


Test 14: Off leash, stay
Dog is commanded one time to “stay.” Dog may move position but not spot. Owners to walk away at a distance required by the evaluator (must be a minimum of 10 yards) with body turned to the side while chatting with person. Owner may praise dog during stay but may not repeat command or move back towards dog until release command is given. Test is for a minimum of 2 minutes.
Points: Dog and handler scored on length of time dog stays and how handler responds to movement before release is given. 
Test 15: Off leash, stay with distractions

Dog is placed into a “stay.” Owner will remain with dog until instructed to walk away. Evaluator will determine length of distance but must be a minimum of 5 yards. Owner may tell the dog to “stay” one more time after being instructed to move. A dog and owner will be interacting at a minimum of 10 yards from the dog. This test is for 2 minutes. 

Points: Aggression towards any distraction is failure of certification. Scored on length of time and how handler responds. 
Test 16: Off leash, stay with distraction walking passed
Dog’s commanded once to “stay.” Dog may move position but not leave spot. Owner’s to be at a distance of 2 feet min. Dog & owner will walk by at a distance of 6 feet. 
Points: Aggression towards any distraction is failure of certification. Scored on length of time and how handler responds. 

Test 17: Off leash, recall

Dog is to be taken from owner and moved 50 feet, or the dog is allowed to roam.  Dog has 45 seconds to comply with “come” command. 
Points: No response within time limit is failure of certification. More points for fast response and less commands. 
Test 18: Off leash, recall with distraction

Dog is to be taken from owner and moved 50 feet, or the dog is allowed to roam.  A distraction will be placed either in between owner and dog or will be off to the side playing. Distraction may be a human or human and dog. 

Points: Any aggression towards distraction or no response in time limit (45 seconds) is failure of certification. More points for rapid response, less command and no interest of distraction. 
Test 19: Off leash, walking

Dog is to be within 10 yards diameter with owner. Test will include a minimum of four turns & a stop. Dog does not need to sit at stop but does need to remain within the 10 yards diameter. Test will be a minimum of 1 minute. 

 Points: Points based on dog’s response to handler and walking together as a team.  
Test 20: Off leash, walking with distraction

Dog is to be within 10 yards diameter circle with owner. Test will include a minimum of four turns, a stop and a distraction of a minimum of 1 dog and person. Dog does not need to sit at stop but does need to remain within the 10 yards diameter. Test will be a minimum of 1 minute. 

 Points: Any aggression towards distractions is a failure of certification. Points based on dog’s response to handler and walking together as a team. 
Test 21: Off leash, “leave it” 

Dog will be placed 20 feet from owner with a chew bone. Dog will be allowed to chew on bone for a minimum of 30 seconds. Evaluator will have owner ask dog to “leave it”. Dog must leave it within 5 seconds. Owner may call dog after he has left item. 
Points: More points given if dog responds quickly.
Test 22: Off leash, meeting dog (If dog is not dog friendly this test will be skipped with no penalty)
Dog and owner will walk up to existing dog and owner, and chat for a minimum of 30 seconds. Dog must be with handler. Owner can give dog command to keep dog from getting in existing dog’s face or give permission to “greet,” if appropriate. Dog must be a maximum of 4 feet from existing dog and owner. 

Points: Any aggression without cause is failure of certification. More points given for control and less command. 
Test 23: Off leash, meeting stranger
Dog and owner stand stationary while friendly stranger approaches to ask to pet dog. Owner is to grant permission or deny graciously. By Dog will then be called away by owner when instructed by evaluator. 

Points: Any aggression is failure of certification. Less points for lack of control, more points for control and well-mannered while petting. Owner will be graded as well. 
Test 24: Off leash, general 

Dog and owner will hang out in area together allowing dog to roam freely. Owner will be instructed to give particular commands to dog. Dog must respond within ten seconds of command being given. Commands may differ during individual test. Test will continue for a maximum of five minutes. A minimum of 10 commands will be given. 

Points: Doesn’t respond to owner at all during test is failure of certification. More points are given for rapid responses. 
Test 25: Off leash, dog play (If dog is not dog friendly this test will be skipped without penalty) 
Dog is to be placed within an area of a minimum of 1 dog and a maximum of five dogs. Dogs should be mixture of friendly, outgoing, playful, non-playful and nervous dogs (when possible). Test will last for a minimum of five minutes and a maximum of ten minutes. 

Points: Any unwarranted aggression is failure of certification. More points given for dogs that are outgoing, social and have good dog skills. 
Failure of Certification: Any unwarranted aggression during any test will result of dog being disqualified from the certification no matter the total score. Dog may retest in 3 months.

0 -25 Points
Failure
This dog isn’t ready to be out in public. Owner doesn’t have a good grasp on communication with this dog nor does this dog have any foundation skills. Dog may retest in 6 months. 
Any test that is skipped due to a dog being non-dog friendly will not be penalized. Evaluator will be required to request any two tests to be repeated to make up any points that were not earned by skipped tests. 
26-60 Points

Silver Level-No Certification 
Dog has some general foundation skills but doesn’t have the skills necessary to be in different situations out in the real world. This dog may do well in controlled environments only. Retesting may occur at next available testing date. 
61-79 Points

Gold Certification

Dog has foundation skills and does well in most environments. This dog could be taken most places with guidance from its owner. 
80-100 Points

Platinum Certification

This is the Real Life Rover Top Dog. This dog can be taken anywhere dogs are welcome and will adjust in any situation. Owner has to give little to no direction. Dog is a perfect addition to our society and should be a role model for the dogs of the world. 

